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[prom the united states' gazette.] 



EXHIBIT^ION OF TIIE BLIND, 

JJI the Musical Fund Hally Nov. 21, 1833. 



At an early hour on the evening; of the above day, we at- 
tended at the place appointed for this novel and interesting 
spectacle, to witness a display of mental and physical powers, 
which greatly exceeded the most sanguine expectations of the 
very large and highly respectable audience assembled on the 
occasion. On our entrance, we were forcibly struck with the 
tasteful display of various articles, made by the Blind Pupils, 
the effect of which was heightened by the judicious arrange- 
ment of causing the company to enter at the south end of the 
room. Our gratification was increased, at seeing the rapid suc- 
cession in which grouj)CS of expecting and surprised visiters 
arrived, and who disposed themselves in compact order, till 
the room was completely filled, by at least fifteen hundred per- 
sons. 

A general expression of satisfaction pervaded the whole as- 
sembly, at the display of workmanship on the stage ; but this 
' feeling gave place to a deeper one of sympathetic sorrow, at 
the entrance of Mr. Friedlander, with his blind pupils. It is 
impossible to convey an adequate idea of the impression made 
by their apparently forlorn and desolate situation. An attempt 
« was made to greet them in the usual mode, by clapping; but 
this was smothered by the warm gush of other feelings than 
those of mere satisfaction or heartv welcome. — The mute elo- 
quence of the fair portion of the audience, was sympathetic; and 
^ we should trust, was found acceptal)le to that Being, whose 
. . care is over all, and who is alike invisible to the seeing and the 
blind. 

On the right and left of the stage in front, were erected nar- 
•t row strips, about 10 feet long, one above the other, to tne height 
of about 20 feet from the floor; on these were hung guard 
chains, many of which arc made of gold and silver braid, inter- 
. woven with silk braids of various colours, and descending in 
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lestoons from the top of the perpendicular strip in the ccnfri^ 
to the ends of the horizontal strips. Beneath these festoons were' 

• arranged lamp-stands and straw table-mats, of various pattern^ 
made by the female pupils ; and the bannisters of both sides 

u of the stage were hung with small baskets, the whole entwin- 
ed with fringe of different colours, such is as used for the lamp- 
stands, &c. The organ, on the rear of the stage, was also taste- 
a. fully decorated with baskets of different shapes and sizes. The 
frame on the left was surmounted by a lady's green silk calash^ 
^ the work of Sarah Marsh, a most interesting girl, who subse- 
,, :^ quently astonished us by her correct execution on the Piano 
' Forte, and in which she exhibited a knowledge of the keys or 
scales in Music, seldom to be met with in clearsighted persons 
^ . of much longer practice. Behind the Piano Forte, on the left, 
were placed on easels or stands, maps of the world and United 
wH^ * States — on which the rivers, and boundaries of countries and 
states, chief cities, towns, &.c. arc made tangible, by perforating 
• the outlines from behind: this method, we understand, is pre- 
•'^ ferred by the principal, to any other, as it presents all the advan 
« , ^ tages to the blind , which the seeing possess — it being only re 

* '^i-. quisite to perforate any place on the map, and name it to tlie 
■ ^ piipil? which fixes it permanently in his mind. 

* ' • Further on, were two boards with tangible characters, one 

containing the complete gamut or scale of natural notes in Mu- 
:' sic, arranged for bass, tenor and treble, and beneath which is an 
^ exact representation of the key-board of the Piano Forte, with 
. guides of direction leading up to each note in the staves above : 
.^this is, we believe, something quite new, and admirably adapt- 
•. > r ed for the instniction of the clearsighted as well as the blind. 
.. JJi**' The otiier board contains the Time-table and all the signs and 
marks in music, in general use: the arrangement on this board 
is also unique, presenting in a small space, the most compre- 
•'•^ hensive view of all the signs and dilferent times, that we ever 
saw. Near these, stood tvvo black boards, for writing on; and 

* ^. various other articles for aiding ij|i instruction, distributed on 
if the other parts of the stage. We had no conception that so 

* much had been done in so short a time, considering, that nine 
Jioonths ago, the Institution was not in existence. 

The Exhibition commenced, by their playing the music, and 
afterwaBris singing the following beautiful Hymn, botk origin^ 
ad, ami written for the occasion : 

jMMM^^^ 0, 'JCaou great and, gracious Being,j| 

1 o all creatures ever Kind ' ^ ■ H 



ISotirce of vision to the seeing;, 
Frieod and Father of the Blind ! 



2. Joys of sight ! they are denied 
Let thy holy will be done ! 
In our blindness thou wilt guide us, 
Thou^ 0 God, our Light, oar Sua t 

■ 

Tiirotisrli the sounds that fall and linger 
On t lie ca^;cr, list'iiing; enr : % 

I'll i oiii:;li t hp quick -discerning linger, 
iiidding darkness disappear; 

« 

1^ 4. Thro' the friends wliom thou has sciveu. 
And whose hearts thy love controls, 
•Thou art pourinj; down from Heaven, 

Learning's light upon our souls. • 

a 

» 

5. Now, no ills our hearU .shall sadden, 
They shall know no painful fears; 
Though our eyes no sun-beams gladden. 
They shall stieam no ^ore with tears. 

They were at first dfeconuerted; perjjaps at idea of sucli * 
large assemblage of persm then witnetej^llitw^rformauees. 
However, as they proceeded, Ihey gaiired eeliSd4nce^iij(«i6 
than realized all expeetatioiw of what they ^a^i^ 
propej^ly educated, and thenr minds directed froilfl|(|n' unfor^ 
tunate situation. « 

N&st followed exercises in a knowledge o# ik9»^3lp^$fie^^ 
Mr. Friedlander led his young^t pupil, Wnou Hits; to the front 
of the stage, and handed him several letters of the ijfihahet, cut * 
in relirf, on blocks, of which he evineod a «0»dy laiowMgn*-' 
Another ji^upil, J. B. Martind^, only 15 days in the Institu* 
tioi% eidiibited his knowledge of the letters, by placing them 
ocs a bf^atc^ and spiling sh«rt sentences. They then proetj^ 
ed to npding from tangible letters, ^ecuted by the pupils thenv> ' 
selveif^iAh /ran /^t^cs, which aye small. ihotos of wood, about 
tiro inches long, and three-eighths of an inch square. On the ^ 
Tower end, (resting in. the box placecLat the pupiPs right hand) 
.is the shape of the letter reversed, ((^piied of steel- points, aner ' ' 
on one^ide of the blosk is cut in relief, the lovfl of the lettte^^ 
SO tliat when he passes his liand along a row of thenv In the 
boXf he readily hnd$ atiy letter he niay yant, whieli he tr^*, 

. 
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fers to a small rack, closed down over a board coveren with 
cloth. Under this rack, and on top of the cloth, is placed a 
sheet of paper, throusjh which the pupil presses the points of 
the pin types ; and in this manner he transfers his ideas to paper, 
which then become palpable to the seeing, as well as to the 
touch of the blind. 

Specimens of this printing were handed about to the com- 
pany ; and it was pleasing to witness the impatience of ardent 
curiosity in those whose situations were remote from the geq|^ 
tlemeif who handed them around. We were then not only grat- 
ified, but indeed, astonished, to witness the facility with which 
one of the pupils (we believe Wm. Graham) wrote with chalk, 
a large portion of the Lord's Prayer, on one of the black boards. 
This was indeed wonderful ; and evinced, that great^atience 
and perseverance must have been employed on the part of Mr. 
Friedlander, to produce such a gratifying and imf)ortant result 
Sarah Marsh, Abm. Marsh, and Henry Beavers, also gave us 
some beautiful specimens of their writing in like manner on 
the board. 

The musical instruments were now seized, with an avidity 
that convinced us, the pupils take uncommon pleasure in their 
use. They performed the original music, and then sung the 
following hymn, in a style that exalted them greatly in our 
opinion : 

1. Blessings on thee ! gracious Lord ! 
Ev'ry child shall bless thy name, 
tm- . For each kind and gentle word, ^ 
When to thee, the children came. ' 
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• • 2. Happy child ! upon whose head, 
As he sate upon thy knee, 
. • Thy kind hand was softly laid, . * . 
filessing him paternally! 

V 3. Hark ! tliat voice is rais'd in prayer, 

i , Which could still the tempest wild ; 
* Lo ! that mighty hand is there, 
Laid in blessing on a child ! 

This hymn, (which is also original and written for their use,) 
jvas received with every proper demonstration of delight; and 
this impression was not in the least weakened by their musical 
performances afterwa^^s. Our surprise and pleasure was much 
' . .. ^ • • 



increase!, by' the eltcrci 'n •^rifhineticy (which followed) 
mentally and with tangiljic iigures blocks, by all the pupils, 
except Martindale, viz. Wm. Hatz, Geo. Lafferty, Mary Mal- 
let, Sarah Marsh, The. Myers, Beniah Parvin, Henry Beavers, 
Abm. Marsh, Jos. Hough, and Wm. Graliam. We were ama- 
zed at the rapid mental operations of several of the pupils; par- 
ticularly in the multiplication of millions, thousands and hund- 
reds, in less time than we could do it by the common mode; 
and many difficult questions, proposed by some of the audience, 
were answered with great rapidity by the pupils, indiscrimin- 
ately. 

These exercises were succeeded by the performance of the 
following hymn, by all the pupils. 

1. Father of mercies ! in thy word. 

What endless glory shines ! 
For ever be thy name adorM, 
For these celestial lines ! 

• 

2. 0, may these heav'nly pages be 

My ever dear delight ; 
And still new beauties may I see. 
And still increasing light. 

3. Divine Instructor, gracious Lord, 

Be thou for ever near: 
Teach me to love thy sacred word. 
And view my Saviour there. • 

But, whatever may have been the satisfaction or delight pro- 
duced, both were much increased by an examination of all the 
pupils in Geography^ illustrated with maps of the Globe and 
United States. Several of them exhibited a confident prompt- 
ness in their answers, which would at any time reflect credit 
on older clearsighted pupils. We must particularly notice 
Abm. Miirsh, who really seems to be a second Malte Brun, in 
embryo, judging from the unhesitating manner in which he an- 
swered a string of rapid interrogatories, respecting towns, cit- 
ies, boundaries of states, courses of rivers, &c. . 

Much of the detail and mode of operation, in spelling and wri- 
ting was, of necessity, very slow ; and, if done by seeing per- , 
sons, would have excited impatience and fatigu6 in the audience. 
But, so great was the interest felt, that nothing of the kind was 
exhibited. % 
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We come now to speak of the Musical Exercises ^ which 
commenced with an exaiftination of several in Notation, the 
Time-tahle, musical signs, etc. Next followed a Lesson, hy 
Wm. Graham and Abm. Marsh, on the Piano Forte; then, 
exercises in different keys or scales, on the same instrument, by 
Sarah Marsh, and of which we have already spoken in terms of 
commendation. These were succeeded by a Lesson, played 
by Sarah and Abm. Marsh, on the Piano Forte. It was evi- 
dent, that the admiration of the audience increased, as the pu- 
pils advanced with this part of the exhibition; but our rapture 
was loud and unbounded, when we saw an orchestra of .y own jo-, 
blind musicians, arranged with Parvin as leader, next Beavers 
and Myers, all three with violins; then Marsh, with his Flute, 
next Hough, with his grave, and sober toned violoncello; and 
last, though not least, Graham, witli his favorite horn, from 
which he poured forth occasionally a succession of tones, so 
managed, as to elicit expressions of admiration from critics in 
musical* performances. Their execution of "Di tanti palpiti," 
would certainly do credit to much older musicians, playing from 
copy by sight. The "Swiss Boy,'' with variations, performed 
by the whole orchestra, and assisted by Sarah Marsh, (who pre- 
sided at the Piano Forte,) was uncommonly fine, and its re^iti- 
tion called for, and heartily applauded. But the applause elicit- 
ed by this piece, was increased, on the accurate and repeated 
execution of the Alpine Melody." — Their style of execution, 
generally, reflects great credit on Mr. Fried lander, for his as- 
siduity and care; and also, on Mr. Schmitz, for his voluntary 
instruction, and untiring patience, in aiding Mr. F. to promote 
the improvement of his pupils in their favorite art. 

The exercises lasted three hours, and concluded with the fol- 
lowing hymn, played and sung with much accuracy and spirit; 



Saviour ! source of ev'ry blessing. 
Tune my heart to gx'ateful lays; 

Streams of mercy, never ceasing, 
Call for ceaseless songs of praise. 
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Previous to the exercises, Mr. Friedlander made a few ob- 
servatios, explaioing the causes that operated to produce his 

Address to the Public," in the printed form, delivered as the 
audience assembled, instead of reciting it, as first intended. He 
sisu, solicited indulgence, for any grammatical or other errors 
which it might contain; and which were unavoidable, from the 
haste with which it was printed, and iiis imperfect acquaintance 
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"^ith the English language. Of this Address, \vc cannot speak 
wtoo warmly, for the pure philanthropy, and correct views it 
' contiins, of the condition and education of the Blind. 

To conclude, in the language of Mr. Friedlander's address : 
A benign Providence, which has vouchsafed to extend its 
blessings over all the various institutions Cor the education of 
blind children, in so many different States, will also prosper 
'4his infant Institution of Pennsylvania." — Want of room alone 
prevents us from making any further extracts ; but we cordial- 
ly recommend ita attentive perusal, to all who feel interested 
in the promotion of the present laudable undertaking. 



[from POULSON's AMERICAN DAILV ADVERTISER.] 

EXHIBITION AND SALE 

Of various articles, manufactured by the Pupils of the 
PENNSYLVANIA INSTITUTION 

FOR THE INSTRUCTION OF THE KLIND ! 

• Held at the Masonic Hall, December 2, 1833. 

We stepped in, shortly after the commencement of the above 
exhibition, and, in common with many others, whom we met 
there, were most agreeably surprised at the very elegant display 
of neatly made articles. We say neat, because such work would 
do no discredit to clear-sighted persons, for the same length of 
practice or opportunities of instruction. It was a gratifying 
sight also, to behold a portion of the beauty and fashion of the 
city, displaying their taste and attention in the examination of 
the humble and unobtrusive labors of the Blind. 

In the centre of the room, on a long tiible, were arranged 
lamp stands in pairs, straw table mats, guard chains, &c., and 
elevated on milliners' stands, a lady^s green silk calash, and a 
child's frock and apron, all three the work of one of the female 
pupils. Opposite to this table, against the wall, was extended 
a long frame, covered With while muslin; on this screen were 
tastefully displayed a variety of patterns of lamp stands, and 
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guard chains in festoons, some of the latter composed of gold 
and silver, and silk braid, of various rich and well selected col- 
ours, executed in a superior style of elegance and beauty. At 
' the lower edge and around this screen and its supports, wreaths 
^ of worsted fringe (such as is used for the lamp stands) were 
y gracefully entwined. At the feet of the frame, and around the 
room on the floor, as well as on two large hat stands, were dis- 
played a number of different sized baskets, all handsomely shap- 
■ ed and substantially made. 

A general expression of amazement was exhibited by all the 
visiters, at the quantity as well as quality of the articles before 
them, when they considerd the short time employed by the . 
pupils in receiving instruction. 

We understand, that those articles which were sold, (and 
which form a large portion of the whole) in general, brought 
good prices, and sufficiently marked the liberality of the pur- 
t- chasers. Had longer notice been given, or the time of exhibi- 
tion and sale prolonged for one or two days, we have no doubt 
but the whole would have beGn disposed of at equally satisfactr 
ory prices. On the whole, there is no reason to complain ; as 
the Institution is only in its infancy, and of coure, its object 
and resources are but little known, or imperfectly understood ; 
many persons believing that this has grown out of, and is in 
part supported by the bequest of the late James Wills. Each 
is independent of the other, and for different purposes; the one 
being designed for an asylum or hospital for the indigent lame 
and blind, and the other for a school or seminary for mental 
and physical improvement in young blind persons only, an^ 
fc, which is exclusively supported by private munificence and an- 
nual contributions. 

We take this opportunity to mention, that during Mr. Clay's 
fate visit to our city, he was invited, in conjunction with sena- 
tor White, of Tennessee, and accompanied by several gentle- 
. men of this city, attended a private examination of the pupils 
* at the Institution. The display of mental cultivation and phys- 
% ical skill was such, as elicited expressions of warm approbation 
from those distinguished visiters, who retired with acknow- 
lodgements of the deep conviction of the utility and importance 
of communicating proper instruction, and consequent happiness 
to those persons who are the objects of so much solicitude and 
caje. — And we cannot refrain from repealing an emphatic ex- 
pression of Mr. Clay's, — " Go on, and Prosper 
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